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Donna R. Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20554

B. JAY BARAPF

ROBERT L. OLENDER

JAXES A. KOERNER

PHILIP R. HOCHBERG
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JA·XES E. XEYERS

May 6, 1993
01' COUNSEL

ROBERT BENNETT LUBIC

PAX: (202) 686-8282

Dear Ms. Searcy:

On behalf of .y client, the National Basketball Association,
I hereby sub.it an original and nine (9) copies of a co..unication
from the National Basketball Association in PP Docket No. ~3-24&
Please note that a facsimile copy has been stamped as the orIgInal.

Should additional information be necessary in connection with
this matter, please communicate with the undersigned.

Very truly yours,

~~~
Philip R. HO;~erg--·1'
Counsel for
D'1'IODL BUD'l'BALL USOCIAIfIO.
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FEMr. Jonathan D. Levy
Iconomilt
Office of Planl and Policy C0 .. l}
red.ral Communications Co.million I~-~
1919 PI street, N.W., Rooll 822 .-:.-.-----
Wa.hington, D.C. 20554

Re : Inqui ry Into sparta 'ragr••ming, ,Nitration

Dear Jonathan:

Phil Hochberg infor.ed •• y••t.rd.y that, in li9ht
of several inaccurate and m111••d1n9 It.t•••ntl ••d. by the
Allociation of Indep.ndent T.levi.ion atation. (MINTV") 1n it.
April 12, 1993 lubmillion, you had a few que.tion. conoerning
the television diltribution of the Philadelphia 76e,., N.w York
Xnickl and Boston Celtici. I thou9ht that % would take thi.
opportunity to briefly r.lpond to tho.e ai •• tate.tnt. before
you leave for Australia.

Philad.lphia 76.rl: INTV'. olaim (at page 36) that
"beginning with the 1994-95 ••••on, all [76.r] g•••• w111
app.ar on PRISM" i. nothin9 Ilore than unfounded .peculation.
Currently, AI indicated in the M&A'. Co•••nt. (at page 16), the
76era .r. patty to a three-rear contract with WPHL, a 100al
over-the-air .tation in Phi adelphia, that cover. the 1991-92
through 1993-94 N8A ••••onl. There i ••b.olutely no r.a.on at
this time to think that WPBL and the 7'erl will not continue
th.ir bro.dcaat r.lation.hip durin9 the 1994-95 ••••on (and in
future ••••on.) or that .om. other 'hiladelphia broadoa.t
station will not .e.k to acquire the right to televi •• 76er.
game. in the future if W'HL decide., for itl own r•••on., not
to extend its 76er rel.tionship.

New York Knicks: INTV'. Itt••pt to convey the
imprelsion that the KnIck. have deliberately reduced the nuaber
a! l6eil over-~he-.!r broadca.t. fro. "27 in the 1'89-90
••••on" i. not only contrary to f.ct (i.e., the ~nick. wet. not
carried at all on local broadc•• t t.1.vi.ion in 1989-90) but
ignore. the fact that, ov.r the p•• t five year., New York
ov.r-the-air .t.tiona h.ve decided, for their own comatrcial
and .ditorial rea.on., to carry non-.port. progr...ing in lieu
of Knickl g..... Ind.ed, a. de.c,ibed in the MBA'I Co..ents
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(at page 14) and 1n the Co...ntl of Madi.on Square O.rd.n
Corpor.tion, dat.d March 2', 19t3 (at pag•• 5-11), in litht of
the lack of intereat in the Knick. d••onltr.ted by N.w York
braadca.t .tationa, Knick. g•••• would not be .vailabl. at all
to New York viewers in the ab••nc. of b.lic cable carri.g. of
such games.

BOlton Celtic.: INTY' ••tat•••ntl (at page 37) that
the Celtics uI.a to broedca,t -betw.en 44 and 46 away ga••s
from 1985 to 1989" and that "(tJodar, there are far f,v.~ ~,m'f

on off-air tel.vilion 1n loston" il .iaply wrong. In fact,
WLVi broadcast betw••n 38 and 41 Celtic. tetular le••on and
playoff game. during the 1985-86 through 19S8-89 ••••on.. The
Celticl' curr.nt local broadc.st .t.tion, WrXT, carri.d 41
r.gul.r ,.alon and playoff 9••e. du[ln9 the 1992-93 ••••on.*
Accordingly, INTV'. cla1. th.t there w.r. fewer c.ltic. gaa••
broadcalt locally in BOlton this ••••on i' nonien•••

*
In addition to r••pond!n? to tNTV, I w.nt.d to wish

you ••afe, enjoy.bl••nd .tiaul.ting .ojourn to Au.tr.lia.
(Some people will do anything to .sc.p. the W.shington
.ummersl). I hop. to hear about your trip wh.n you return.

Sincer.ly,

~
willi•• S. Koenig
Aisiitant General Counl.l

wsx:.l
Enelolure,

; Upon revIew of t6e data that v••upplied in connection with
our CONmenta, I di.covered th.t we had incorr.ctly .tated the
number of local reyular lea.on Celtici broadealt. for ~~,

1992-9] ••••on. Inclos.d ar. corr.cted r.plac••ent pa,•• for
you to in••rt for the C.ltic.' .ua-ary p.ge and 1992-93 r.gular
I.a.on page originally ••nt to you. I have .1.0 .nclo••d •
corr.cted Iu...ry of the .broadc••t .nd cable covera,. of NBA
r.;ular lealon g•••• which refl.ct. the ch.ng••ad. to the
Celtics' lu..acy. Plea•• not. th.t this l ••gu.-wide Iu...ry
cl•• rly contradicta tNTV'S •••• rtion (.t p.ge 36) th.t ·ve have
begun to ••e • decline in the nuab., ot NBA g••••••en on local
televi.ion .tationl" betw••n the 1"0-91 and 1"2-13 ••••on••
AI you can see, durin9 the 1992-93 ••••on, 736 MBA g••••
app••r.d on local broadc••t .t.tions compared to 709 g••••
during the 1990-91 ••a.on.



BROADCAST AND CABLE COVERAGE OFNBA GAMES'
(A~QULAA SEASON)

Looall
National Local/Regional NatiOMI Regional Total

Vear 8roadCl~ Broadcast cable cable Teleo.tI

198~81 14 Not avanable 40 Not IVlllabie Not Iwll.ble

'981-82
\ 19 494 40 329 882

1882·83 7 486 80 670 ','22

1983·84 9 488 80 602 1,077

1984-85 l' 481 BIS 829 ','58
1886-88 12 623 6& 643 1,133

1888-87 16 683 55 1520 ','83
... --- ..'

." '\

682 eo 877 1,2251987;'88 18

1988·89 16 710 66 834 1,416

1889-90 18 718 61 779 1,582

1890-91 22 709 81 914 1,896

1881-92 24 700 61 910 1,186

1882·93' 26 738 61 922 1,734

,

•

•

For the purpo... of thl, ohart, .uperatatlon ga.".. h8ve only been accounted for ••
bra.dee_ in the loee' market of ttl. team carried by that aupenrtetlon•

Includes AII·Star Game.

The numb.... for the current 1982-83 _eon .-pr_nt scheduled teleoaats.



I,"";
. '

J,0CAUBIGfONAL D"C:IID

0", .'

locII/RDaIonll La8llJAlliMII
Vear Iroldcalt cable Total

1182·83 41 2& 88

1983-84 26 40 8&
'1884-86 30 40 70

19815-88 37 40 77
,.

... ~' :.~ ", "", ' 'r. .' ,.

1888-87 37 38 715

1987-88 37 39 70
1988-89 37 38 78

'888-90 39 sa 77

188().81 40 34 74

1991-92 38 38 78

1882-93 38 48 85



TEAM:~

VEAR: .1IU:II

REGULAR a.AION

HOllE AWAY TOTAL
MIDIUM flAIl. GAM. GAUII

LOCALIREGJONAL BROADCAST
(WFXT) 0 39 . 38

NAnONALIROADCAST
(NBC) 15 1 8

LOCAL CABLE
( ) NA NA NA

REGIONAL CABLE
(SP CH NE) 315 11 48

NATIONAL GA8lE
(TNT) 2 7 8

NATIONAL CABLE
(lUperltltlon),

(WTBS) 1 0 ,.
TOTAL NOT EXHIBITED

IN DOlTON , , 2

TOTAL NOT EXHIBITED
ANYWHERE 2

, The'l gamea were authorized for locil broedcllt Ind wire retrlnsmltted
for national clbl. dln'1bution.


